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Oup  gravest  olvio  <Jan«^er  iiet,  not  in  subverts tve 
dootrlna,  but  In  the  tendono„y  to  «mb^sJLa  our  liberty  and  our 
Linooln,  It?  ^reet«st  apost  ie,  In  inonu  lents  of  mcrlbie  In- 
•tti«d  of  epeotl  «  iivlnf?  ia«iaorl  is  of  lives  lived  in  h  aar* 
abi«  poilticfiil  orofesRion  r.M  praotioe* 


Possible  «ighty  ]?ep  oo  it  of  people  inc-vtding  thor  e 
of  adT»noed  aAuostional  oppoptu' it  ,  think  in  terms  of  emo- 
tional extreraaa,  if  not  fanatioiam,  when  political  pefopm  or 
uplift  i6  disiouesed.    Too  frequently  the  profeesional  re*- 
former  ia  -either  a  self-rightooua  fi  elf  •seeker,  or  ^unt  t^n  illy 
^airmoed,  emotionally-una table  pereon,  whose  ignorenot:  m;  kes 
hie  very  frinoerity  a  ge/mifte  Bouroe  of  drinker.      a  to  pro- 
feasionai  iib«rr*iiE,  my  own  experience  hj^fe  o^msed  me  to  feel 
that  the  place  to  look  for  tae  raostt  extreme  examples  of  un- 
yleldini;  iiitoleranoe  is  «mong  these  self-proolsiaed  eaviors. 


If  the  extrenist  retormer,  the  aelf-proolaioed 
liberal,  has  any  P'jmI  olaoe  in  exi&tcsinoe»  it  miat  be    h^st  of 
tht?  ohin  fly,  in  i^iiiooln'a  stor^  told  in  reapon:  e  to  a  report 
df  the  ambit loiis  of  Uhase  to  diapiacs  i,ineoin  ae  .'resident. 
Linooin  told  of  driviiig  a  laz;/  horse,  ,jlowij  f^,  oorn,  while  his 
half -brother  held  the    j1ov7.    On  one  trip,  the  liorae  -luiiud 
across  tiie  field  fco  fat  t  thet  oven  the  Xon^.  legs  of  iaooln 
could  f!oaroel.7  Jceep  U3.    At  the  erid  of  the  furrow,  the  ©s- 
touiided  Lincoln  found  an  enopjiious  ohin  tl^'  feet^ned  on  the 
iiorsie;  and  proraptl,   bruahed  it  off*    l?is  brother  asked  why 
he  did  80.    L  nooln  re  oiled  that  the  ohin  fly  v  aa  botheriiig 
the  hor&e;  but  the  brother  obtserved  thnt  exnoe  tiie  chin  fly 
W  E  the  only  way  to  £,et  the  hor£:e  to  step  aloti^,  it  was  a 
nietake  to  renove  it*      o  Lincoln  considered  that  Chaae  had  a 
preeideotial  chin  fiy,  making  hl\:i  a  good  jsecretary  of  the 
Ireaaury,  and   iincoln  didn't  v;t;nt  to  knock  it  off*  erhapa 
with  all  itc  unbfilanoe  n  id  ill  result,  ^Qform  or  salf-pro- 
oi«iimed  jjiboralisn  ii;  n  needed  chin  fly  to  bestir  tiie  crt^at 
middle  c  .f»88  of  this  country  out  of  politicol  ia5?.inQS8  and 
apathy/,  into  earnest,  thoii/^^htful  f^ctivxty. 


Our  need  for  refom  in  p;3litlc®l  office  is  no 
greater  than  the  need  for  refor  i  by  via    of  more  political 
intelligence  on  the  part  of  oiti.:ene  out  of  of  I'ioe.     'h^/  do 
reeponeible  Imaineaa  men  intuitively  f.ririiik  from  most  iseif- 
Btyied  reioria  RdminletrtittionV    Because  t  iey  t.elieve,  and 
rightly,  that  me    without  bueineas  experience,  i.ow^^ver  sincere 
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may  be  more  imnedlatGly  6xpe.jsive  in  ofrioe  tlian  a  so-oalled 
reeuinr  fidministration,  so  lori^;       the  pero«nteig€i  of  graft  dOQi 
not  ee^  dibturbirigi.    high*    ..jad  so  butstn«as  exeoutivee  are 
wont  to  .Q/»         «ant  r,en  of  bus  mae  traininf;  In  office." 


-Veil  bhe,n,  does  euooesis  a©  a  buslnisss  v.xeeutive 
neoesparliy  mean  ssuooasE  as  a  poXltlcyil  oxecjutivo?  Because 
a  president  or  ohairi.mn  of  o  bocrd  hus  been  a  great  suooeeji; 
in  oarrying  out  his  ow  ;  polic  ,  or  that  of  hie  board  of  direot- 
ore,  as  to  Wiiioh  There  is  no  oonfiiot  permitted,  it  by  no 
means  f-^ilows  th^t  he  woul<i  siuooeed  ae-  a  aajor,  or  preeident, 
or  chairmen  of  a  council  or  board  of  oonsaiseioriers*  There, 
on  every  i-iportaiit  v^ueytion,  one  may  find  a-dossen  or  mora 
oonfxioting  views*    Half  of  these  t^ay  be  siere  *'*red  htjrriiigB"^ 
spurious  iesues,  merely  to  defleot  oonsidoration  from  the 
real  issues*    i'hese  red  Iiarrings  are  liard  to  reoo^niae  and 
difficult  to  deal  with*    IJut  harder  itili  are  the  coiif ^ictiiig 
views,  si:ucerely  and  earaaatl.,'  held,  to  be  deelt  with  on 
tiioir  inerits*    Here  is  required  a  oonbination  of  ®inoerxty, 
ability  aad  diplomao./,  to  briii^  cs'ut  the  best  possible  jsolution* 
The  art  of  r«3asoimble  and  tolerant  compromise  is  absolutely 
eseential*    .JLl  too  often  the  business  success  Is  the 
political  failure  for  the  simple  reason  that  thro\igh  too- 
\in:?iQldi;.*g  insititenoe  on  what  he  is  persuaded  in-  best,  he 
destroys  all  ohanoe  of  any  aoeoraplishaent  whatever*  Political 
aocojapllsiiment  coses,  in  im^j  siiuiitio.asi  tlirough  the  best 
possible  caapromise  of  oonflioting  positions,  positions  held 
in  e<iual  sincerity  siiid  eariiestae&s* 


But  we  jaust  still  go  one  ©tep  furthex*,  if  we  be* 
lieve  repr^sent&tive  domooraoy  to  be  aore  desirable  than  ajiy 
ane  of  tue  forais  of  dictfAtorEhio*    c.ven  though  we  elect 
politic?,.  1  iJolonaons'  to  office,  still  we  may  have  olvio  feil- 
ui'e  imlese  we  sustain  and  support  those  placed  in  office* 
We  rauet  sustein  and  support,  not  t,:.xo\3^,|h  biiiid  personal 
loyalty,  nor  through  captious  or  deeti^uetive  oriticiem,  but 
triTOugh  oonHtiMotive  oritioism  and  eraightened,  articulate 
opinion  when  needed*    /JLl  this  requires  a  high  average  level 
of  political  utidersitaxidiiig* 


^ihen  you  and  I  ol-.«iffi  to  eaceroise  civic  intelli-' 
genoe  in  living-roora  orations,  oritioieinj?  all  of fioe-ho^dere, 

and  the  Jiiyeterlous  "they"  who  ouaiit  to  fix  things,  end  do 
no  more  about  it,  tlien  it  is©  serious  qut&tian  waether 
stupidity  or  torpidity  ie  the  best  desori  )tiOn  of  o\ir  aitisien- 
ship* 

''/hen  g  >o4  men  tire  elected  to  office,  they  are  en- 
titled to  as  definite,  sustained  support  of  exilightened  and 
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artioul:-'t«  imbiio  opinion,  as  we  nr©  aiititied  from  tlmm 


Ghoiild  I  presurafe  to  proplx©®^-,  it  woiUd  b^.^'  to  say 
that  tiUlese  we  in  ;a;iyrioa  t.walcen  to  thee©  reaiiaatiOiiS., 
ar©  now  in  tlw  ©uas^t  of  reprueentetive  deiioaraa/,  no  sifet- 
tsr  wliioii  polltloai  ;o?.rt\f'  htis  tlie  uiost  frt^iuefit  tiirn  in  of- 
fi09  during,  tha  twilight  of  ;j^erioaa  iib*jrti<ss  as  we  hav^ 

Ig  there  an  answer?    ^issuredX^I    But  it  is  tht 
Icatt  i)0ptila3?  to  those  of  aoisy  aiaiaor*    It  i©  fclie  fxui^wer 
of  education— QSuoation  startiri^^  with  bays  &iid  ^iris  of 
junior  high  school  ige,  followed  ■ti:;ro\igh  senior  liigh  ^^ohooX 
and  coll£5ge#    Protjsbiy  for  the  next  dtoaftc  or  two,  this 
isork  Ernst  be  in  aiubs  outbid©  of  &oho.>X.    In  thes©  oiubs 
i^'ouiig  people  imiet  stud^^  poiitios  as  a  profession— -aotuai, 
praotloal  politias  as  an  honorable  prof ess ioa*    Qivios  ae 
preaeati^  -teught  in  ..ahooi  iss  m^r©  idenliati©  theory,  th© 
fruitage  of  whioh  in  ie:ter  ooliwge  and  ^tt&T  lit®  is 
politicsi  c^fnioiem  wh©2'i  aont..  ct  with  preotioal  politics 
brii^e  disillusionsient* 

If  manj  of  these  stetsments  be  mere  oft-repeattd 
bromides,  they  are  suoh  bsoause  w©  h:.v©  msi^reij  ^smbelmsd 
our  i<  adere,  and  partioulari./  beoeuse  we  h^^VQ  ao  l:;;rg0iy 
aereij  ©mbaimed  our  grfcatest  oivic  exaapj.©,,  juiaooin,  in 
lifelosfi  mei^aori.^-Xfi  of  stone,  aad  do  not  tuf fiei©:itiy  aesH 
orialize  them  end  him  in  our  oi-vio  livee.«    Zaah  generation 
desiring  oivic  liberty  for  itself  arid  posterity,  mat  mrmt 
its  ow;i  living  laemoriaie  of  lives  weii  liv©d««iivas  whieh  oomld 
not  be  better  lived  than  after        aode.^.  of  i^iiicoin..  .hm 
h©  prayed  at  Gettysburg  tiiat  ''this  nation,  under  aod,  Miuht 
have  a  new  birth  of  freedoa,^  h©  was  propheti©  no  less  than 
prayerfxa.    th©  "new  birth  of  freedom'"  was  not  finally  a©- 
oomplia'ied  in  the  Civil  ^7ar«    The  '-now  birth  of  freedom'*  le 
a  birth  which  imnt  go  on  hour!., ,  ooistiauously.  moh  generation 
aoiiieving  t:ils  new  birth  fur  itself,  and,  as  its  Justification 
to  postarity.    ...t  the  ria^  of  iiresofa©  repetion,  -^'i©  -\ur-t 
observe  thj.?t  wher.  libert/  1®  loat,  it 'is  ioet  baosue©  w©  h»v@ 
©iaboxmed  it  a  id  ita  apostle©  in  foraer  gene^M-tiona,  in  lif©-* 
less  irjemoriais, 

o    *v    .  .         ao  to  U.^coln— "Abraiiaa  ^i.^colnt living 
lextbook  In  jtonorable  Professional   '^olitios:"  " 

thirst,  vv©  iinist  carsjfuXly  ©volve  and  a®  carefully 
eafe^ard,  a  plan  far  olube  which  Ehai.^,  on©  day  be  as  wide- 


spread       the  Soy  ^ooute  Ipoeslbiy  t&king  on  where  i>oout4om 
finishes),  to  study  ond  taaoh  praaiicoi  politioe,  ae  an  hon- 
orable profession,  with  .-inooin  as  our  first  and  living 
teiT^tbook,  ind  &a  our  moo  ex*    In  this  vve  must,       beat  we  oan 
avoid  tiie  extreme  of  the  apotheoaia  of  ^i  ;ooin,  as  we  natur- 
ally turn  from  t}ie  oppOEite  extreme:  sewei'-rat  blographerSf 
self-prooxeiraed  'reaiistio  debuiiJcerfe." 


./©  mBj  without  disparagement  deal  with  .inooln  as 
a  man  of  hwaan  weakness  and  frallt>',  and  ytjt  intsplr-i  emiletion 
by  ahowing  that  his  grti^itneas  f^ai-  aeiiieved,  and  was  not  an  inborn 
gift  which  required  no  effort.    The  life  of  juinooln  faEOiaatea 
thoee  of  uss  In  tnerae  Li  i coin  &tud^'  ^^roupH  because  we  find  in- 
areaaiag  iiAu.jirMtioa  in  iearaiiig  .aow  he  aoixiev^^d'  hi  a  greatneea; 
how  he  dispi&oed  laok  of  school  education  with  ever-enlarging 
eduoj-ti.otiai  undere tending;  how  he  praotioed  xais-roi-iifiu  onoe 
for  tii©  rejiioval  ;:>f  t-.e  capitol  I'roBi  Yandaiia  to  Gpringfieid,  but 
never  again  as  he  grew  iiit;*  professional  stature  in  politloe; 
how  personal  iiiveoiive  and  aaroasw  gi.;vts  -^u^  to  c.igiiified  and 
impersonal  dissuasion  of  iaivueaj  liow  apr@fc.d-eagle  oratory 
aiid  u:vtrava£L'.iit  figure  of  speeoh  g&ve  \m^,  to  &uoh  beautiful 
si..ipjLioity  and  f  ortiirxghfc  Integrit^^  as  the  Gettysburg  Addreaa 
and  his  Second  inaugural* 


la  the  past  year  I  Have  experimsjateu  with  the  firet 
ui.it  of  mmt  w©  oali  "CIVIC ISII,  Unlinited-'* ,  an  organization 
taking  boys  of  junior  high  sahooi  eg®,  ueleetad  i'or  indies- 
tione  of  oivio  interest  aad  leadership,  expecting  to  fol.ow 
them  tiupough  ju;;ior  a i.;d  senior  nigh  ©oh  *  .Is  and  ool^age,  in 
the  study  of  politics— praatiaal  politics— ae  an  honorsble 
profession,    ?his  work  has  no  mar©  Poll.; anna  aapeot*     It  will 
be  a  fraiik,  eotut.:!  stud/  of  political  life;  but  .Ancoln  will 
be  our  model,  hiu  life  our  tesctbook,  hj  whieh  all  else  is  to 
be  tested*    The  first  four  meetiaigs  were  ep^^nt  on  ijinooin»s 
political  life*    The  boys ,  at  ta©  pltvatio  ages  of  fourteen  and 
fifteen,  «',ger  lit-tenere  and  Ciu^stionera*    In  the  first 

meetings  we  @tudy  budding  leaderaiiip  end  public  raddroaa  am- 
bitions in  '.adiana  years,  his  first  campaign  for  i^gialatorf 
and  the  cam,.'aign  a^thoda  and  reaulta* 


oare-fuily.  follow  I.inov'^in  t.hraugh  his  four  terms 
in  the  .■:tate  hegislat'iire,  not  eparin^:;  the  lo^'-roliing  of  the 
"Long  riine''  to  f^ecomplish  the  removai  of  the  ai^te  oapitol  from 
Vandalla  to  .-pringf ield,  but  ^^^refuli.;  note  also  suoh  inci- 
dents as  the  protest  signed  with  Dan  itone  on  the  legislative 
resolution  about  alav@ry* 


The  a.^bitiona  of  .inooln  for  a  place  in  Gongresa 
next  follow*    i*he  trading  af  turrit  with  Btker  t^nd  .nardin  end 


thma  Lir.ooiii*«  term  in  Gongrcea,  ®nd  partioiAlcriy  the  p08i« 
tion  taken  by  hlei  In  common  with  the    hl^?e,  with  rei  pect  to 
the  Mexlocn  Wtr,  tnd  the  apparent  poilticai  eclipse  v/uioh 
followed  for  i^incoln  In  i849>  are  eerefuli,  stiiclled, 

Kxamples  of  Lincoln's  evolving  oratoriQsl  style, 
Inoludin^  the  speeoh  at  age  28  before  the  'I'OMjag  Men's  I^cmim 
at    priai^f  ield,  j  re  atudiedt  to  eee  the  amount  of  pers  >n©l 
inveetive,  s-aro&ara  end.  0xtp&vt:'.g«,nt  figures  of  a./eeoh'in  this 
earlier  period.    m%£i  the  threr^tened  duel  with  i-hields  ia 
Aealt  with* 


But  it  it  Indioatod  to  the  boye  that  while  1850 
mawks  the  point  when  political  failure  : ecmea  Linooln'g  fste, 
neverthelete  It  v-m^  the  point  of  hie  emer^^enoe  into  poiitical 
greatness^  into  politics  ae  a  profeselon*    True,  there  were 
five  yeare,  from  1849  to  1864,  when  binooln  took  little  ootive 
part  in  public  politleal  iife»    (Pei^hnps  w  ien  the  Day  by  '  tiy>«» 
f jpoa  1847  to  1 654  ooiaes  from  the   .inooln   •asooiotion  at  f--pririg« 
field  I  tkis  view  will  be  ohanvred.  )    >^ow,  we  do  not  overlook 
the  iraportaaoe  of  A^inooln'a  exnerionoee  up  to  1849  (a  vital 
period  of  training  in  his  life);  but  we  cannot  esofya  the  oon- 
oiuaion  that   .olitios  to  hi  i,  up  to  thrjt  time,  was  raore  the 
vehicle  of  jerar^nal  aiibitio  i,    ad  lees  of  ^tenuiae  professional 
standard*    'lowever,  when  i.irsooln  aojitnenoed  the  !?tudy  of  tHe 
eix  booka  of  ..uoiid  to  tesoh  hl,;nself  geo^tstri©  precision  of 
thinki/j^?  and  ststeiaent,  sispl®  integrity  of  :)resentatio.n| 
flirt        itnesa  of  proposition,  he  beo«in«  t  ^e  arehiteot  of  an 
unpii.   .  -.led  oare^r  in  ttiO*;e  wonderful  ye&ra  of  1854  to  1865» 


Here  to  iliuKtrute  v«het  professions!  i^tandards;  moan, 
mm  aonaider  that  when  sen  are  sdmittel  to  the  bar  they  now 
take  an  oath,  in  iaost  states,  whioh  anount®  to  a  pledge  of 
integrit,v  a  d  sincerity  in  t  .eir  o^^ntenti  ria  in  the  courts* 
i*lnoolnV8  ^elf-adminiatered  pled  'S  to  concise  integrity  of 
argufatmt  8u»h  that  his  ;2tatea€-nt  ahowld  be  the  de  nonstr  tion 
of  ti:o  trutii  of  whet  he  stated,  was  observed  during  the  bal'* 
anoe  of  hia  life*    Wjhst  a  teat  of  jolitioal  oonduot  and  state- 
menti    Whf t  a  contrsst  with  we-zel-wordel  sveeehee  of  our 
proBiising  political  "messiahs",  fuJ.1  o£  ;5atoh-pIiraa«  political 
arguiuent*    i'Dlilice  ae  an  h  aoruble  profeBSion  would  prowota 
t^uoh  stature  as  Mneoln  attained* 


then  th/Q  Dou^Xob  I'ape  of  t  le  ^isaouri  Gonpr  mise,  in 
the  Knna a B«»Nebru oka  aituation,  and  the  oonsequent  return  of 
i#iaeoln  to  public  life,  pre  next  aonsidered*    fhe  Mason  an^ 
Dixon  -^ina  and  the   fiaaourl  ComproBiist  to  let  'Missouri  in  as 
a  iilfcve  atwta,  *.re  mapped  for  the  boys,  and  KDnsas  «,:nd  lebraaka 


shown  to  th«  west  and  somewhat  raore  to  tlm  nortli.    These  as  a 
ap«ar-ho«d  of  alav^.i'y  into  th«  aew  aarthweE?t,  show  what  brottght 
th«  than  gr«at  aad  honorable  prof osolonal  poiitiolan,  .-Anooiiii 
pledged  to  glRiple  iutu^rit/  of  atateaent ,  baolc  into  public 
lif«. 


We  trao©  hl:i  tiirough  the  1854  oa!!i|>alga  an<1  th« 
foxsnative  period  of  the  Hepublioan  Party,  with  th®  cautioua 
waitiii^  period  until  1856,  when  he  embraced  ta@  pjsrt,;/'  in  hie 
famous  ''Lost  Jpeeoh"  at  rUoomirjgtoii,  th®  Dred  Soott  episode 
and  decision,  the  '♦JIous©  Divided^  e|>6®0h,  and  t'm  oommm  of 
his  r-.:.vieer«  thf-.t  tais  apoaoh  would*  loea  hm  tha  Sana  tor- 
ship,  with  hla  rapi^  that  h®  had  hia  6y«®  on  th©  bigger  s)mm  of 
1860 •    Than  wa  t®k«  up  tha  dabata®  with  Dougla®,  with  ©artful 
att^isxitiott  to  tha  spaoioua  "popular  aoverelgnty*  ar^niaent  whioh 
Douglas  was  using  with  fair  raeamra  of  euaoeas*    Then  the 
sagsQimis  ooMuot  of  iAnaola  at  Ottawa  and  Freeport  i®  cara- 
fullj-  ,;;:iven  to  th^  boye.    fiiay  ara  wada  to  ®r?pr0ciat0  that 
sltustion  at  Ottawa,  wlwn  xmxiglm  tna  op€ialri|?  sirgumant 

of  tha  dabata  with  his  old  Shasta  triok  in  debate,  of  challenging 
hia  opponent  to  i-nswer  aoi-ia  -uestione*    Tha  situation  n%  H'ttawa, 
with  15,000  paopla  wii©  mim  afoot,  on  horsebaok,  in  ox  oarts 
end  earriafas  and  by  train,  to  haar  that  dabata,  and  tha  faot  that 
Boui^ias  waso  than  aoaeideracl  tha  big^f/ar  ksh,  «r®  csrafullj 
presantad;  than  the  oiiallenga  to  Linmlxa  to  a!.is??ar  tha  gt'iran 
quejition©  propounded  h^j  Doixsiaaj  aa<1.  ijiiiaoia*®  polsa  m&  courage 
in  spaaklng  for  an  hour  and  a  half  without  evan  paasi^  liitiM* 
tion  that  Bouglaa  had  aslcad  him  anvthiagt    fhen  w®  go  to 
^rasp'^rt  and  stiAdj  th@  oarefullj  prapisrad  Maaoln  aR;'wtrs  to 
tha  Bougies  qiia^tions  at  Ottawa,  his  epaaah  aiid  tha  four 
questions  to  Bouf^.laa,  with  tha  Do^ij^las  an;: war  to  tha  ©-^"faot 
that  siaverj  aouid  ba  lagaiij  axoludad  from  territories,  by 
vote  of  tha  -^aopl^,  .^rior  to  fOB-iation  of  a  state  e institution, 
and  the  fact  thf:!t  i^inaoia  i/mm  not  onX^'  f oread  Bcmblas  to  adeiit 
tha  lof^ioal  result  of  hi®  "pop».xiar  Cfovero:igntj*^  dsatrine,  but 
i->st  Douglas?  tha  South  in  the  1S«"'^0  oanpaign.    the  dabata 
ooaurrad  Auirust  Sfth.    Linaoln's  latter  to  Hanry  Asbiiry  on 
JuJiy  31gt,  sijowsf  that  with  aisioat  uao^nny  political  praeoicinoa 
^inaoln  enti.oipatad  doing  thi&  ¥ar/  t.iliag,  and  aatlaipttad  tiii 
answer  q£  .Bouglaa* 


-i.nd  eo       follow  i^i.-ooln  through  Gooper  TTnion,  hit 
nomination  and  eieetion  to  th^  „l*ra8ifierioy,  his  ahoioa  of  taaa 
for  his  Cabinet— about  iiaif  of  tham  Damocrata  oud  most  of  the 
balance  faaiing  little  leas  thsn  contempt  for  .:.aiiOola;  his 
politioal  eagaoity  in  handiing  his  Cobinet  end  tha  noisy  self- 
right  a  ouEnesa  of  tha  J^orth;  tha  Oattysburg  *ddr@sa;  ■'^ha  ;-*@oond 
Inougiiral,  and  hia  aagnaniaiity  towtnnl  tha  South  in  th©  oXasing 
days  of  the  war» 


Bat  ifm  preyeswpropheoy  of  the  Oettystnirg  Mdreass 
that  It  is  for  us,  the  Hiring,  to  dedioate,  to  oonseorate 
oxirselvee  to  oornpietion  of  the  great  task  reraaiiiing  before 
ua,  and  the  ,)rayer  for  a  xl@^  birth  of  freedom,  csoxitinxious  in  eaoh 
generotion,  are  left  upperraoet  in  the  hearta  and  minds  of 
the  b©ye» 


Meetlnge  are  addre8.::ed  elternateiy  by  professors 
in  sohoals  of  governiaent  Mad  from  the  universities  near  by, 
and  hj  mn  In  imblio  offioe  or  otherwise  experienced  in  prao- 
tioal  poiitioe*    It  i©  interesting  to  observe  that  moet 
teaohera  in  schools  of    overnraent  believe  and  t  siiOh  that 
oivic  eeivrtlon  will  oome  through  Aevelopin/;?  efficleno;  in 
the  administretive  siae  of  government,  paying  little  etten- 
tian  to,  or  even  ignorim^,,  the  politieal  off ioe-holder»  In 
other  words,  they  »ay  that  if  efficient  engineers,  lawyers, 
polioe  and  fireman,  secretaries,  olerlcs,  and  einuiar  6dmin«- 
Ifitr&tive  otJiaera  and  servants  be  £uf>piied,  the  politioal 
aleativa  of fioers  are  of  little  i  iportanoa.    While  to  ma 
that  ia  like  aayin,:;;  t.Jriat  the  directors  and  oleotive  offioere  who 
lay  down  and  dlreot  the  policy  of  a  businesa,  are  of  no  im^ 
portanoe,  so  lov^  aa  efi"ici^;nt  ^Lader-of f ioerB         other  ad- 
lainietretive  help  are  employed;  still  the  view  ia  ontj  which  re* 
quires  «eriou«3  oonsideratioii.    ;  o  we  find  it  helpful  when 
the  aaademia-adminietrative  advocate  eiieftk©  tmd  ieada  fehe 
roundtable  disouasion  to  have  the  poiitico-eleotive  type 
present,  to  fret  himself  into  earnest  opposition  to  be  pre- 
sented at  the  iieact  meetin^-j.    The  boya  hugely  enjoy  and  equally 
profit  by  thie  conflict  of  view. 


?ia  find  it  neeeseary  to  avoid  i-fpeelcers  and  unit 
leaders  who  would  willingly    f  :e  the  w  >rlc  a  tail  to  their 
own  pera^jnal   )Olitij!al  kitee.    Current  oampRigne  are  also 
avoided,  because  of  obvious  danger  of  disruptive  ooiiflttgra- 
tion*    We  ho  e  to  attain  gatheration  efficiency,  to  obtain 
eaaipaign  material  while  in  circulation;  SjkI  then  after  tha 
heat  of  the  campaign  ie  thoroixghly  gone,  to  handle  tliia 
material  to  e«e  what  issues  ¥/era  involved,  what  "red  herrings" 
were  injected,  hov}  the  issues  'were  dealt  with,  or  evecied,  and 
60  forth* 


But  frequently-*-yes,  conatantly^-oivio  morality  is 
held  before  the  boya,  not  as  a  policy,  but  as  the  very  condition 
of  the  survival  of  reprefc-ent::^tive  democracy.     re  are 
endeavoring  to  impress  indelibly  on  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
these  young  men,  that  If  they  love  i^lberty,  if  they  reverence 
Lincoln,  her  greatest  .'anerioan  apostle,  they  rsmst  ^ive  ej<rnest 
of  the  fact,  m  citisens  or  offioe  holders,  in  Uvea  which  art 
livlng(  memorials  to  Lincoln  and  iborty. 


Our  oreed,  oopyrightQA  by  GIVIOIiiM,  TJniimited, 


"PROMISE  YOURS^iJ'— 

TO  be  an  honor  ble,  trastworthy  and  useful  olti^^en*.. 

of  your  city 
of  your  state 
of  your  oountrj 
of  the  world* 

TO  understand  politics  as  *the  soi®n©<ij  ami  nrt  of 
govarnm®n.t » * 

TO  undorataad  and  respeot  poiitioal  ilf®  as  un  honor- 
able profession. 

'10  learn  how  to  ujidsrstand  the  sotusii  Issues  aM  i>ur- 
posQS  of  all  caiiipalgns*  for  ofi'ic®  or  for  the 
passage  of  lav/s. 

TO.lsarn  how  to  Qxamia®  propoaeO.  Imi  to  see  fir^t, 
that  It  ia  possibl®  of  aeaonpiisliiaent  artd,  seo;>xid, 
that  it  is  I'or  the  ©q.iial  good  of  all* 

TO  avoid  the  tendenay  m  youtiis  to  beiitv©  th©t  all 
ohazig©  nmBt  b«  g^od|  and  m  older  men,  that  all 
ohein^jcs  is  bad* 

to  avoid  oyiiiCE-l  and  isroi:iStie  tAOii.^-^ht  or  refereaot 
to  ^a:i^3riOi2ii  life  a.;d  governEient* 

TO  thliik,  atud^*,  imderj^tand  and  the.i,  tolsirarjtly  ex- 
ohaii^e  view®  in  tlie  ii-oorttmiinsiup  of  the  ^Ooldtja 
.  Hul9." 

TO  bo  8B  enthusiastic  about  :,)rogr68s  in  ;rii.biic, 
politioai  life,  m  you  ar©  in  your  own* 

TO  devote  at'  l©$»st  m  mueh  effort  to  pubiio  af .;:air® 
a®  you  expect  of  oth^rsi* 

TO  l«t  your  iif©  «xe?!iplify  CIVICISM," 


Will  vv«  suooted?    ''.Ill  oitr  hopes  be  r« raized?  V/« 
dare  to  hope  that  as  tii©  oivio  oorruytian  of  .uighteciatu- 
Oentury  lungisrAd  has  ^ivea  w®,-  to  a  professional  and  othiaal 
attitude  tow:^'rd  what  they  oall  the  "tmblio  Xii'o",  s3o  .uiurioa 
may  follow  in  th«  f  jotsteps  of  her  mother  land*    If  we  fail, 
the  fault  will  be  ours;  for  in  our  great  uinooln  we  hava  a 
living  model* 


If  this  or  sorae  similar  or  other  aeaas  of  makiijg 
polltiaal  Xif«  aa  honorad  and  hojiorebi©  professional  career— 
one  highly  e ought  after  and  thoroiighly  i5r ©pared  for— be  not 
found,  thfB  it  stems  all  too  probable  that  the  aun  whioh 
Washington  wa&  ^  ble  to  a&lX  a  rieizig  sunt  when  draftlx^  of  th« 
Federal  Gonetitutioia  was  oorapleted— the  sun  which  seemed  in 
eclipse  while  ..iiiooln  labored  to  asive,  and  until  he  succeeded 
in  eavingt  our  Union.— thla  eun  of  our  liberties  m&y  now,  indeed, 
be  letting* 

There  is  a  poem«»prayer  which  seems  apt: 

"God  CJive  1J«  Mtnj 

Men  whom  the  lust  of  office 

does  not  Icills 

Ilsn  whom  the  spoils  of  office 

cannot  buyj 

Men  who  possess  opinions 

and  a  will; 

Men  i^ho  have  honor,  men 

who  will  not  lie; 

Men  who  can  stand  before 

the  demagogue* 

And  damn  his  treacherous  flatteries 

without  winking; 

Tall  men  *  •  •  u>\in  crowned  •  •  • 

who  live  above  the  fog. 

In  public  duty  and  ,  •  • 

in  private  thinking. 

god  Give  Us  Menl*^ 


The  tost  of  pr  jsr  is  sincerity.    The  test  of 
sinotiritj  is  to  do  all  that  v?e  oan  do.     ;e  could  inspire  aiid 
educate  young  America  to  an  ethical  and  professional  attitude 
toward  poxitioa,  both  as  oitise:as  and  as  of Xioe-holdsrs.  Ilut 
have  we  sufficient  desiret 


LIMGOLN'3  aETTY3BUI-iGr  PROPOSITION 

(An  kQ.r.rQ3B  by  Ralioh  G-.  Lindstrom  ®t 
El  CQinino  College  February  11,  1960, 
and  at  Downtown  Lob  Angeles  Lions  Club 
February  12,  1960. ) 

The  Gettysburg  Address  consists  of  268  words,  dedi- 
cated to  one,  single,  simply  stated,  proposition.     The  propo- 
sition is  In  six  Kords:     "That  all  men  are  created  equal." 
It  sounds  siniple,  doesn't  it?     It  is  simple  -  dimply  profound. 
It  cme  from  the  uncluttered  mind-  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Six 
vords;   but  after  more  than  six  generations  since  Jefferson 
wrote  them  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  more  tha.n  three 
generations  since  Gettysburg,  we  still  stumble  over  their  mean^ 
ing. 

Too  often  the  Address  is  deol aimed  vith  great  ora- 
torical flourish,  8.0  though  262  of  the  words  are  dedicated, 
not  to  the  one  proposition  "that  all  men  are  created  equal"; 
but  to  the  three  prepositions ,   "of,"  "by"  and  "for."    In  sten- 
torian tones  this  results  in  a  finishing  flourish,  "government 
of  the  people,  b^  the  people,  FOR  the  people." 

But  the  Gettysburg  prayer  and  plea  were  that  "gov- 
ernment of  the  people by  the  people .  for  the  P30PLS,  (shall) 
not  perish  from  the  earth." 

Edward  Everett  was  the  speaker  of  the  day  at  Gettys- 
burg.    Ke  spoke  for  two  hours,  fifteen  minutes,  while  people 


stood.    Lincoln  spoke  for  two  ralriutep.     How  many  have  read, 
or  even  seen,  Edward  Everett's  oration?    But  the  -'oras  of  the 
message  which  Abraham  Lincoln  gave  on  November  19,  186.3,  as?  a 
dedicatory  plea  and  prayer,  have  probably  been  engraved  and 
chiseled  and  etched  on  every  manner  of  paper  and  parchment, 
metal  and  stone  and  concrete,  and  have  been  recited  more  often, 
than  any  others  in  civic  history.     Highest  literary  authority 
has  called  it  one  of  the  three  greatest  pieces  of  civic  liter- 
ature in  all  history.     The  simple  civic  logic  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, as  set  forth  in  the  Gettysburg  Addrens  and  practiced  by 
him  as  President,  saved  our  Union,  our  American  federal  law 
system,  which  Lincoln  elsewhere  described  as  "the  last  best 
hope  of  earth." 

When  did  Lincoln  prepare  the  Gettysburg  Address? 
•f^®  ^'Pot e  almost  all  of  it  in  its  final  form  at  the  White  House 
before  leaving  for  Gettysburg.     The  dramatically  Irresponsible 
imagination  that  Lincoln  hastily  dashed  off  the  Address  on  the 
back  of  an  envelope  on  the  train  going  to  Gettysburg,  is  simply 
not  true.     He  carefully  wrot e  the  Address  in  Washington,  but 
made  a  slight  change  the  evening  before  the  AddTess  at  the  Wills 
home  where  he  stopped  in  Gettysburg.     Note  we  have  been  talking 
about  when  he  wrot e  the  Address. 

While  he  did  not  know  it  at  the  time,  Lincoln  com- 
menced to  prepare  the  Gettysburg  Address  as  a  boy  of  fifteen 
in  Indiana,  when  he  intuitively  wrote,  '*the  American  form  of 
government  Is  the  best  government  for  an  intelligent  people." 


From  then  on  that  civic  concept  grev,  as  the  civic  and  Intuitive 
perception  of  Lincoln  grew. 

Abrfthaffi  Lincoln  Is?  unique  among  man.    After  his  stlngle 
term  in  GongresB,  to  dlBClplln8  himself  and  develop  the  muscles 
of  his  mind  vith  the  ©bility  to  find  simple,  logical  answers, 
he  studied,  by  liimeelf,  geometry  through  the  Six  Bookr,  of  Iiluclld. 
¥hyt    Bo  thet  he  would  learn  to  reason  through  to  a  ooncl^jslori 
that  he  could  demonstrate  to  b©  right.    As  he  rode  horseback 
from  county  seat  to  county  seat  in  Ibv  practice  on  the  old  Eighth 
Judicial  Circuit  In  Illinois,  he  continued  this?  study.  One 
night  another  lawyer  who  shared  an  hotel  room  with  Lincoln  went 
to  Bleep  with  Lincoln  sitting  before  the  open  fireplace,  deep 
in  thought.    When  this  other  la^^yer  awakened  at  torn,  Lincoln 
was  still  sitting  there,  before  the  now  burned-out  fire.     ''What  ' 
in  the  world  you  been  doing,  Abe?"     "I've  just  got  her:  I've 
Jus!t  got  her!*'     "Got  what^**     ^1*V8  just  got  the  answer  to  the 
next~to~the~lnst  problem,  in  the  Six  Books  of  Euclid.'* 

That  vas  tough-minded  purpose,  ifssn't  it?    It  is  th® 
kind  of  tough-minded  purpose  which  siust  ag^ln  characterise  more 
of  us,  as  individuelB,  or  v&  will  be  engulfed  in  mere  raass-maii; 
first  vithin  America  and  then  by  brain-washed  mass-mlndedness 
from  the  Goim'ounist-controlled  world.    Our  tendency  today  is  to 
avoid  tough  tests;  to  escaoe  the  rigorsi  of  thinking  through, 
Individually  and  for  ourpielveF, ,  to  solutions  ^rhlch  involve  our 
oi^'n,  individually  reasoned  conclusions  and  convictions.  We 
niust  get  back  to  the  type  of  thinking  which  produced  the 


Federalist  Papers  and,  more  important,  which  produced  sufficiently 
vridespread  interest  and  study,  so  that  x^e  got  our  Federal  Union 
Constitution  and  its  Bill  of  Rights. 

When  Lincoln  threv  Jack  Armstrong  of  the  Clary  G-rove 
gang  in  a  wrestling  match  he  tried  to  stay  out  of,  he  showed 
he  was  strong  of  bodily  muscle.    When  he  wrestled  through  the 
Six  Books  of  Euclid  and  sat  through  the  night  on  one  of  the 
toughest  probleras,  and  worked  until  he  got  the  ©jiswer,  he  shov/ed 
tough  mental  fibre.     Thus  he  becpme  so  mentally  strong  that  he 
saved  our  nation  for  freedom  in  the  world. 

By  the  straight  thinking  of  geometry,  Lincoln  dis- 
ciplined his  mind  till  he  could  put  the  whole  prescription  for 
universal  freedom  in  the  world,  into  just  258  words.  Let's 
really  think  through  what  he  said  in  those  268  words.     What  did 
he  really  say,  to  those  who  then  had,  anc)  those  X'^ho  now  have, 
the  capacity  and  purpose  of  perceptive  listening? 

"Four  Bcore  and  Seven  Years  Apio** 

Why  did  not  Lincoln  simply  say  eighty- seven  years 
agoV    The  rugged  and  manly  externals  of  Abraham  Lincoln  housed 
the  heart  of  a  woman  -  and  of  a  poet.     His  wife  said  that  even 
his  religion  was  a  sort  of  a  poetry  in  his  nature.    He  knew  his 
Bible  better  than  many  preachers  of  his  day  or  ours. 

He  felt  in  the  challenges  of  Biblical  phrase  the 
ma.)ostic  invitation  to  man  for  an  all-out  commitment  to  be  less 
like  a  creature  and  more  like  his  Creator. 
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Yes,  Lincoln's  poetic  and  prophetic  mind  could  not 
help  saying  "fourscore  and  seven  year??  ago." 

'* Our  Fathers  taroug:ht  forth  on  this 
continent  a  nev  nation" 

Why  ''brought  forth"*?    ^'fhy  not  "organized"  or  "or- 
igln??.ted"  or  "declared  th<=!!ir  in  de-pen  dene  e"  or  similar  r^hrase'i 
Because  a  civic  T)oet  was  SDeg.king  in  -orose-noetry  vith  the  Dro- 
phetlc  majesty  of  an  Isialah.     ''Brought  forth"  vns  inevitable 
with  Lincoln. 

" A  Hew  Nation  Conceived  in  Liberty" 

What  do  we  mean  by  "liberty"?    Do  ^^re  mean  doi.ng  just 
as  T/Je  please,  Im  or  no  law,  no  matter  what  it  does  to  the  other 
fellow's  liberty?     If  that  is  the  rule,  then  what  happens  to 
liberty  when  some  bigger  brute,  man  or  nation,  comes  along: 
and  noTrj  with  weapons  of  nuclear  devastation? 

Khruhschev  wants  to  dictate  what  is  good,  for  t^v  Jv  . - 
raunist.f!,  first  in  Russia,  then  in  s??tellite  or  enslaved  gt©t«s; 
and  then  for  all  peoDle  in  ell  the  whole  world.     He  claims  he 
gives  Hussif^ns  a  better  way  of  life.     Their  bodies  m.^y  be  better 
fed  than  before;  but  whst  about  their  minds ^  their  spiritual 
selfhoods? 

How  ehall  we  meet  thic  threat  that  Communlsra  may  en- 
gulf the  world?    If  each  •)ne  of  us  in  AF.erica  tries  to  grab 
for  himeelf ;  if  we  now  taeer  at  honest  vurvose  and  public  good 


as  corny  do-goodlBm;  if  each  one  seeks  only  the  quiclc-buck 
gimmick,  with  the  animality  and  cynical  selflsliness  which  says, 
"If  I  get  mine  I  don't  care  T^hat  happens  to  anyone  else"  -  then 
we  don't  have  liberty  *  we're  simply  dreeeed-up  brutes  with 
manners  of  the  jungle,  and  we're  ripe  for  some  form  of  dictator- 
ship control.     Then  Khruhschev's  boast  th^t  he  will  bury  us  will 
come  true.    The  Russians,  whether  through  brain  washing,  tyran- 
nical control,  or  just  a  little  improved  standard  of  fodder, 
work  hard  at  their  system.     If  we  Just  loaf  and  swagger  in 
braggadocio  about  how  great  we  are  -  or  HAVE  BEEN^  at  lepst  - 
then  we  will  go  under.     He  who  ruthlessly  destroys  even  the  meek 
among  men,  is  preparing  himself  for  ruthlessly  un-oitied  obliter- 
ation. 

Why  are  the  thoughtful  among  you  interested  in  keep- 
ing your  cajnpus  orderly?    Because  in  self -ai scipllne  you  rise 
above  the  insect  level  of  lltterbugs.     Human  lltterbugs  some- 
timee  wear  nice  clothes,  but  in  their  minds  and  hearts  they  are 
messy  lltterbugs.     They  are  too  lazy  to  care,  if  only  they,  them- 
selves, look  neat,  even  though  their  minds  are  a  sloppy  mess. 
Civic  lltterbugs  scatter  filth,  destruction,   slaughter  through 
their  indifference  to  all  others,  on  the  highways,  beaches  sp.d 
parks  every  weekend.     Civic  lltt erbugglng  destroys  respect  for 
lawj  and  destruction  of  respect  for  law  destroys  liberty.  Libert; 
means  the  self-pledre  of  each  one  to  respect  his  family,  his 
schxool,  his  eity^  his  -elghborc,  his  nation,  yes,  the  great 
family  of  man,  in  liberty  and  equality  for  all  men,  every^mere. 
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Then  Lincoln  vent  on  to  say  that  this  nation,  con- 
ceived in  liberty,  is 

" Dedicated  to  the  ProDOsition 
That  All  Ken  Ape  Created  Equal** 

Dedication  is  Eiore  than  ceremony.     Dedication  is  in- 
dividual devotion  to  a  task.     It  is  a  pledije  of  honor  to  use 
liberty  in  dedication  to  a  job  -  the  job  of  growth  and  progress 
in  one's  ovn  life,  while  giving  to  others,  and  r0cogni?;ing  the 
right  of  others,  to  the  same  chance  to  groT-,  to  advance,  to 
achieve.     Our  nation  was  started  vlth  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence in  1776;  to  which  the  signers  pledged  to  each  other 
their  lives,  their  fortunes,  their  sacred  honors.     Freedom  will 
survive  if  ve  xDledge  ourselves,  if  our  chiia.r@n  and  their  chil-  ' 
dren  dedicate  themselves,  to  liberty  and  equality  -  not  only 
for  themselves,  but  for  all  men,  everywhere.  must  have  the 

will  to  '^rork  at  this  universal  liberty  business.    Lone  the  will 
to  work  with  enthusiasm  at  what  we  profess,  and  the  end  result 
can  only  be  cynicism  and  frustration.     The  tranquillity  of  tasks 
well  done  comes  not  with  tranquillizer  pills. 

Douglas  in  the  debates  with  Lincoln  taunted  that  men 
are  not  equal.     True  it  is  that  men  are  in  different  degrees  of 
progress.     Douglas  claimed  thct  the  Declaration  of  Indeoendence 
did  not  refer  to  .Negroes,  but  only  to  those  who  came  from  England 
or  were  born  in  the  United  Btates  to  tiiose  who  came  from  England. 
Lincoln  anBtfered: 


"As  a  nation  we  began,  by  declaring  thPt  'all  men  are 
created  equal,  except  Negroes,'     !fhen  the  Know  Nothings 
get  control,  It  will  read,   'all  men  are  created  equal, 
except  Negroes  and  foreigners  and  Catholics.'     When  it 
comes  to  this  I  shall  prefer  emigrating  to  some,  country 
where  they  make  no  pretense  of  loving  liberty  -  to 
Russia,  where  despotism  can  be  taJsen  pure,  without  the 
base  alloy  of  hypocrisy." 

But  now,  under  Communism,  in  Russia  even  the  base  alloy  of 
hypocrisy  has  been  added  to  the  subjugation  of  the  individual. 

To  Lincoln  equality  meant  equality  in  freedom  to 
acMeve.     It  meant  man  neither  favored,  nor  debased,  by  birth, 
color,  race,  geography,  or  nationality. 

Thus  Lincoln  said: 

"I  think  the  authors  of  that  notable  instrument 
intended  to  include  all  men  equal  In  all  respect 8.  They 
did  not  mean  to  eay  that  all  men  were  equal  in  color, 
size,  intellect,  moral  development,  or  social  capacity. 
They  defined  with  tolerable  distlnctneBs  in  what  respects 
they  did  consider  all  men  created  equal  -  equal  in  cer- 
tain inalienable  rights,  among  which  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.   .   .   .     They  meant  to  set 
up  a  standard  ms.xim  for  free  society  >7hich  should  be 
familisx'  to  al]  :   constantly  looked  to,  constantly  labored 
for,  and  even  though  never  perfectly  attained,  constantly 
approximated  and  thereby  constantly  spreading  and  deepeninj 
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Its  influence  and  augmenting  the  happiness  and  value 
of  life  to  all  people,  of  all  colors,   everjn^rhere. " 

Ke  loved  the  Q-reat  Declaratioh,  the  Constitution 
8jnd  our  Union,  but  he  said  there  was 

something  back  of  these,  entwining  itself  more  closely 
about  the  human  heart.    That  something  is  the  principle 
of  'liberty  to  all*  -  the  principle  that  clears  the  path 
for  all  -  gives  hope  to  all  -  and,  by  consequence,  enter- 
prise and  industry  to  all. 

He  said: 

"Those  who  deny  freedom  to  others,  deserve  it  not 
for  themselves;  and,  under  s  Just  &od,  cannot  long  re- 
tain it.  '* 

Here  then  is  what  it  means  to  say  that  all  irien  ar® 
created  equal:     They  are  entitled,  in  Lincoln's  language,  to 
'■'an  unfettered  start,  an  equal  chance  in  the  race  of  life." 
What  you  do  with  your  "unfettered  start,  your  equal  chance"  is 
up  to  you. 

"tlow  We  Are  Enp:ap-ed  in  a  Great  Civil  ^ipr**  ■ 

Never,  never,  say,  "the  war  between  the  states." 
It  was  not  a  war  between  the  states.     It  could  not  be.  Our 
states  have  no  war  power.     The  Civil  War  was  a  rebellion  against 
our  Federal  Union,  end  tried  to  destroy  it. 


Yes,  as  Lincoln  spoke,  we  were  "engaged  In  a  great 

Civil  War'* 

'^I'estln.t:^  whether  that  nation,  or 
any  nation  so  conceived,  and  so 
dedicated,  can  long;  endure. " 

To  Lincoln  the  great  proposition  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  tmit  no  race,  no  group,  no  creed,  no  color 
should  toe  denied  the  rights  of  individual  men  within  any  suoh 
group  to  achieve  and  attain  ana  progress  for  theraselves. 

As  Lincoln  spoke  pt  aettysburg  his  people  were  en- 
gaged in  a  gre-t  Civil  if^-^r,  testing  whether  the  nation  dedi- 
cated to  the  great  proposition  of  equality  by  .^^ttainnient  should 
survive  in  the  world.     Today  there  is  a  worldi.ride  contest  for 
men's  roindg  and  hearts,  teeting  whether  our  nation,  our  way  of 
life,  shall  survive.    On  the  one  side  are  those  who  sneer  at 
lndividua.1  man  and  who  say  that  man  for  his  otm  good  must  become 
mass-man.     Dignity  of  the  individual  must  disappear  for  the 
supposed  good  of  mass-man.     The  way  of  life  can  no  longer  be 
voluntary  and  individual.    It  is  to  be  imposed  from  above,  by 
dictators  exercieing  power  never  given  to  them  by  those  who  are 
governed,  but  sei?.ed  by  force. 

There  1b  only  one  sure  way  to  survive  OoBBiiunigm.  It 
is  for  Americans  to  re^^ain  the  vigorouBly  joyous  Durpoee  of  a 
free  people,  in  this  nation  conceived  in  and  dedicated  to 
liberty;  to  become  once  sor@  a  free  people  dedicated  and 

-10- 


rededlcat eel ,  committed  and  i-'eoommitted  and  fully  committed  to 
individual  vigor  in  our  own  way  of  life. 

"Vi'e  lire  met  on  a  gres^t 
battlefield  of  that  war'* 

Battlefields  were  once  separ*ated  from  the  civilian 
populetion.     They  were  a  place  where  forces  inet  to  do  battle; 
^.v'here  civilians  wore  not  present.     Today  we  are  met  on  the 
world  battlefield  for  the  mines  of  men.     If  nuclear  bombs  drop, 
their  destruction  in  killing  radiation  will  go  wherever  men 
live. 

"i^e  will  not  be  safe  by  pleading,   "Let  us  slone." 
With  time  and  space  disappearing  in  a  world  noi'?"  shrunk  to  the 
size  of  a  fist,  and  too  much  to  the  n-^ture  of  a  fist,  ve  will 
not  be  let  slone.     If  America  is  to  lead  the  free  world  in  the 
battle  for  the  minds  and  heBvts  of  men,  we  must  drive  out  from 
our  ov-rn  lElnds  and  hearts  the  foul  spirit  of  rebellion  against 
all  ssli.-discipline ,  spathy  and  sneer  for  hard  work,  cynicism 
about  our  way  of  life;  v/e  must  be  dedicated  to  the  joy  of  in- 
dividual dignity,  to  the  equality  of  men  everyifhere,  with  no 
limit  on  how  far  any  man  may  go,  except  only  the  measure  of  his 
effort. 

Lincoln  remembered  that  G-ettysburg  was  a  day  of  dedi- 
cation; but  he  said, 

"In  a  Irrger  sense,  ye  cannot  dedicate 
-        oa,nnQ t  consecrate  -  we  cannot 
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hallow  -  thl8  ground.     The  brave  mm , 
living  and  def?d,  who  strugf/led  here. 
have  consecrated  it,  far  above  our  poor 
power  to  add  or  detract . " 

EdMsrd  Everett  dedicated  the  ceaetery.    Lincoln  dedi- 
cated hiKself  and  his  people! 

"It  jg  for  us,  the  livingr,  rather , 
to  be  dedicated  hpre_J:ni_l^_p^^ 
finished  work  vhlch  they_ who_JV)n£l2t 
hej!_e,._heve,  thus  far,  so  noblv  PflvAnnp^r!, « 

That,  my  friends,  was  the  dedication  of  (Jettysburg.     It  is  our 
dedication  today,  or  /u-aerica  is  dead,  because  it  is  not  dedi- 
cated,    '/hen  people  come  to  believe  they  have  won  their  freedom 
and  self-government,  once  and  for  all,  through  some  bold  past 
event,  they  can  slide  into  passltre  acceptance  of  their  govern- 
mental arrajigeiaents.     This  halts  the  perpetual  groT^h  needed 
to  sustain  liberty. 

cannot  confront  successfully  the  determination  and 
comailtment  of  Communis^m  to  destroy  the  free  vay  of  life,  with 
nought  but  memories  of  our  pai^t.    Past  glories  of  prior  genera- 
tions may  prepare  us,  but  they  do  not  absolve  us,  from  thinking 
anew  those  same  truths  and  living  them  anew  and  acting  them 
anew  for  our  generation. 


Therefore  Lincoln  went  on  to  sa; 


ay , 
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"It  is  r&tl^er  for  m  to  be  here 
dedlOf? ted  to  the  grert  task  reKalnin^ 
before  us  -  th.'^t  from  thep©  honored 
dead  ve  taK>^  Increased  devotion  to 
thg^t  cause  for  which  they  r^ave  tha 
last  full  measure  of  deYptign.  '* 

It  if?  not  merely  the  people  of  Amerlc??. ,  or  mor® 
eoecifioally  tht  t)@o'ole  of  the  United  States,  i^ho  m^t  ''t^e 
increased  demotion  to  th«t  cause  for  i-rhich  {the  det«d  at  Gettys- 
burg) gave  the  laet  full  measure  of  devotion."    It  is  the 
tfhole  of  the  civillratlon  roughly  known  as  the  Hf^Bt^rn  World, 
eomet linos  kno^'n  m  the  free  '-rorld,  which  should  lieten  to 
Lincoln  spesMng  from  C^ettysbtjrg  to  all  lovers  of  liberty 
@veryt«*her0. 

We  J  you  and  I,  mmt  shoi-?  our  vital  interest  in  all 
peoples  everywhere,  and,  above  ©11,  our  ■^"•lllingnees  now  to 
reslly  Join  the  whole  of  the  humm  race,  of  whatever  color,  of 
whatever  creed,  of  ^^'■hatever  cult uj* si  backgrounc} ,  so  that  all 
men,  and  any  mm  anywhere,  of  what  ever  color,  of  whatever  ba€}k» 
ground,  ahsll  have  an  unfettered  start ,  an  equal  chance,  shall 
be  given  the  fruit n  of  his  own  labor,  shall  be  recognised  in 
his  om  achievement,  shsll  be  re^rarded  for  hie  own  individual 
effort. 

Mo,  Lincoln  wss  not  merely  making  a  speech.    He  was 
pleading  then,  he  is  pleading  to  us,  here  and  now,  for  the  life 
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of  America,  for  liberty  and  equality  in  the  world.     So  he 
asks 

"That  we  here  highly  resolve  that 
these  dead  shall  not  hsxre  cled  In 
vain. " 

If  the  men  at  G-r.ttysburg  and  the  millions  of  men 
since  \^'ho  in  two  world  wars  have  given  the  l^tst  full  measure 
of  devotion  hnve  died  in  vain,  then  western  civilization  for 
which  they  died  is  also  dead.     Unless  Lincoln  lives  In  the 
lives,  the  heprts,  the  feelings,  the  Eiinds  of  men  of  this 
generation,  then  America  is  s.s  dead  as  Lincoln  is  desd  to  it. 
Yes,  we  do  need  to  ©gain  highly  resolve.     A.nd  whs.t  do  we  need 
to  highly  resolve? 

^'That  this  netion,  under  Qod. , 
shall  have  a  nev  pirth  of  freedom. " 

Does  it  maXe  you  impatient  to  hear  talk  rbout  a  birth 
of  freedom,  or  new  birth  of  freedom,  for  us?    Lo  you  say  we  have 
always  known  freedom;  ve  are  the  children  of  the  free?     .  are 
spiritually  the  children  of  the  free,  only  if  -^e  live  i^rith  the 
responsibility  of  free  raen. 

Yes,  Indeed,  we  do  need  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  in 

order 

"That  G-overnment  of  the  People. 

by  the  People^  for  the  People. 
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Shall  Not  Perish  From  the  Er^rth. 

The  whole  basis  of  preserving  liberty  in  the  world 
is  In  tx^iose  few  words. 

Was  Lincoln  asking  hie  oeople  to  work  harder?  You 
just  bet  he  was  -  and  is.    If  you're  mentally  saying  you're 
working  now  to  the  point  of  exhaustion  and  increased  use  of 
trsnquilliz.er  pille  ??nd  potions,  let  Lincoln  invite  you  to  one 
of  the  h.^rdest  jobf?  in  hiJ5tory.     It's  the  Job  of  tal'^ing  back, 
life  Dreotice.,  basic  America/i  purpose,  fron  the  Communist 
claims  of  origin*5tinc/'  ideas  of  true  freedom.     Jufit  s.  fev  days 
ago  KhruhGchev  -^ven  aped  the  American  3t--^te  of  the  Union  Message, 
to  proclaim  that  "under  Gommunigra.  man  1p.  his  felloi""  man's  friend 
.    .   .!  ¥ori^  ^Till  be  an  inner  moral  necessity  for  everyone. 
Obviously  this  is  not  Oourn-iunlst  prsctice.     It  has  been,  it  must 
again  increasingly  become,  American  practice. 

Let's  quit  surrendering  to  Communism  every  precious 
American  idea  they  pirste  end  nrate.    Let's  work  at  our  own 
basic  way  of  life.     Let's  be  emotionally  mature.    Let's  grow 
up  in  civics.    Let's  reali^.e  that  whether  we  survive,  ve  and  our 
children,  will  depend  on  our  adherence  to  ethical  principles. 
Dr.  Werner  von  Braun,  "belli stic  Fiinsile  director.  warnB  that 
"Ethice  alone  will  decide  T^±iether  atomic  energy  will  be  an 
eerthly  blesvsing  or  the  Eisans  of  mankind' 3  utter  destruction." 

If  we  W8jnt  to  live        the  free  men  -^re  h.^ve  been, 
these  three  things  mu'i't  all  be  understood  pnd  practiced.  Keep 
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government  of  the  people  by  accepting  our  Job  ae  citizens. 
Keep  it  by  the  people  by  d.olng  our  citizenship  job.    Obey  the 
law;  retain  the  satisfaction  of  self-respect  by  earning  the 
respect  of  others;  respect  your  family,  your  neighbor,  your 
neighborhood,  your  city,  your  schools,  your  highways,  the  law, 
the  rights  of  others.     If  we  control  and  govern  ourselves, 
first  J  we  will  be  part  of  government  of  others,  bj;  the  people. 
Such  government  of  and  bx  people,  will  be  for  sll  the  people, 
and  for  all  people,  everyvrhere,  with  liberty.     Corny?    Yes,  as 
corny  as  the  Golden  Rule,  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the 
Constitution  with  its  Bill  of  Rights  -  and  responsibilities. 

If       in  America  will  only  -fcrork  ct  this  business  of 
government  of  and  by  ourselves,  for  ourselves,  then  ve  will 
not  only  keep  the  highest  otandard  of  living  in  the  world, 
but  al80  have,  so  that  other  peoples  will  want  to  have,  self- 
government  with  equality  of  right  and  opportunity  "for  (all) 
the  people''  and  with  the  most  priceleas  of  all  blessinge  as 
the  end  result  -  liberty  and  justice  for  all.     Thus  only,  what 
Lincoln  called  "the  great  family  of  man,"  can  go  on  to  what  he 
also  called  "man's  vast  future''  -  a  future  so  vast,  so  glorious, 
that  we  cannot  presently  even  Imagins  it. 


Will  you  then,  in  conclusion,  stand,  and,  with  heart 
and  mind,  receive  the  benediction  and  self-dedic3tion  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  G-ettysburg  message: 

"Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought 
forth  on  this  contiiient  a  new  nation,  conceived  in 
liberty,  and  dadioated  to  the  proposition  that  all 
metx  are  created  equal. 

"How  Ke  Bjre  engagsd  in  a  greet  civil  war,  testing 
whether  that  nation,  or  any  nation  go  conceived  and  so 
dedicated,  can  long  endure.    We  are  met  on  a,  greet 
battlefield  of  that  >rar.    ^;!e  hs-ve  come  to  dedicate  a. 
portion  of  that  field  a8  n.  fin  el  resting  place  for 
those  who  here  ^cave  their  lives  that  that  nation  might 
live.    It  is  altogether  fit  tin-,  and  proper  that  we 
should  do  this. 

"But,  in  a.  larger  senp.e.  we  cannot  dedicate  -  ve 
cannot  coneecrr.te  -  w_e  cannot  hallov  -  this  ground. 
The  br?5.ve  men,  living-  ^nd  dead,  vho  strugfTlf>d  here,  h;3,ve 
consecrp!ted  it  far  above  our  do  or  DC-rer  to  s.dd  or  detract. 
The  vorld  ^•'-ill  little  note  nor  long;  remember  ^:"hat  we 
B^j  here,  but  it  qfti  never  forget  T'-''h,9t  they  did  here. 
It  ifi  for  U8 ,  the  living,  rather,  to  be  dedicc?<ted 
here  to  the  unfinished  vork  wW. ch  they  who  fought  her© 
have  thus  far  co  nobly  advanced.     It  is  rather  for  us 
to  be  here  d.odicj'ted  to  the  great  t8r>k  remaining  before 
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us  -  that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take  increased 
devotion  to  th^t  cause  for  rhich  they  gpve  the  luEt 
full  measure  of  devotion;  that  \<e  here  highly  resolve 
that  these  dead  ehall  not  have  died  in  vain;  that-  this 
nation,  under  G-od,  eriall  have  3,  naw  birth  of  freedom; 
and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for 
the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 
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